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Council  Offices, 


Biddulph. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
BIDDULPH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

I beg  to  submit,  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  my  Annual 
Report  for  1950. 

I have  again  included  at  the  beginning  of  the  report  a note  on 
the  natural  features  and  population  of  the  district.  This  may  usefully 
be  continued  from  year  to  year.  The  growth  of  the  population  and 
the  increase  in  house  building  are  also  represented  graphically  under 
Section  D of  the  report.  Otherwise  it  has  been  prepared  on  the  lines 
set  out  in  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2/50  of  25th  January  1950 
and  follows  the  general  lines  of  the  report  for  1949. 

The  Registrar  General  has  estimated  a further  rise  in  the 
population  of  Biddulph  as  at  30th  June  1950  to  10,860  compared 
with  10,790  in  1949.  His  estimate  this  year  is  based  on  “ home 
population  (all  ages)  including  members  of  the  armed  forces 
stationed  in  the  area.”  Any  loading  from  this  latter  cause  is  not 
applicable  to  Biddulph  in  1950  and  the  rise  represents  an 
increase  in  the  civilian  population. 

There  has  been  a small  rise  in  the  birth  rate  although  the  figure 
of  15.74  per  1000  of  the  population  is  the  second  lowest  recorded 
rate,  last  year’s  being  the  lowest.  The  death  rate  is  down.  The 
causes  of  death  are  based  this  year  on  a new  statistical  classification 
and  are  recorded  on  Form  S.D.  30.  Heart  diseases  are  still  the  major 
cause  of  death.  There  has  been  an  insignificant  reduction  in  the 
cancer  death  rate  and  no  mortality  from  any  of  the  commoner 
infectious  diseases.  The  tuberculosis  death  rate  is  the  same  as  in 
1949.  Infantile  mortality  is  more  than  double  and  I have  commented 
on  the  causes  of  this  in  the  section  dealing  with  vital  statistics. 

The  only  epidemic  disease  of  note  was  measles.  Scarlet  fever 
was  sporadic  and  mild  in  type  and  produced  only  22  cases.  There 
was  a small  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis.  It  is 
satisfactory  to  record  that  housing  applicants  suffering  from  the 
pulmonary  forms  of  this  disease  receive  a high  priority  for 
re-housing. 
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I have  dealt,  under  Section  B,  with  the  more  important 
provisions  relating  to  the  production  and  sale  of  milk.  New 
regulations  have  recently  come  into  force  and  stricter  attention  is 
being  paid  to  unclean  methods  of  production  and  to  the  control 
of  such  diseases  as  tuberculosis  among  cattle.  The  County  Council 
has  increased  street  sampling  for  cleanliness  of  milk  and  the  results 
this  year  have  not  been  satisfactory. 

The  area  has  an  adequate  water  supply  and  the  yield  is  at 
present  equal  to  all  domestic  and  industrial  needs.  All  supplies  are 
satisfactory  in  quality  except  the  Biddulph  Park  distribution  area. 
Here  the  waters  have  a solvent  action  on  lead  and  plant  will  be 
necessary  to  harden  this  source  of  supply. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  dealt  fully  with  housing  and  the 
inspection  and  supervision  of  food  and  I am  indebted  to  him  for  the 
assistance  he  has  given  me  in  the  preparation  of  Sections  C,  D and 
E of  the  Report. 

JOHN  FERGUSON,  M.D.,  Ch.B., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


30th  June,  1951. 


STAFF 

The  Council  accepted,  with  regret,  the  resignation  of  Mr.  G.  L. 
Kay,  Solicitor,  Clerk  and  Chief  Financial  Officer  on  the  grounds  of 
ill  health.  The  resignation  took  effect  from  30th  September  1950. 
Mr.  Kay  had  held  the  appointment  since  November  1941  and  was 
the  first  full-time  occupant  of  the  office.  He  succeeded  the  late  Mr. 
E.  A.  Plant,  who  had  heild  the  position  in  a part-time  capacity  for 
40  years.  He  had  a successful  record  of  work  in  the  district.  He 
re-organised  the  administrative  side  of  local  government  work  and 
was  soon  immersed  in  various  duties  associated  with  A.R.P. 
activities,  culminating  in  his  appointment  as  Sub-controller,  an  office 
he  held  for  4 years  until  the  end  of  the  war.  It  is  gratifying  to 
record  that  he  is  remaining  in  the  district  and  has  been  able  to 
resume  some  of  his  many  voluntary  and  professional  duties. 

He  has  been  succeeded  by  Mr.  Robert  W.  Trace,  F.C.C.S.,  Clerk 
and  Chief  Financial  Officer  to  the  Bradford-on-Avon  Urban  District 
Council,  Wiltshire  since  1938,  w'ho  took  up  his  appointment  in 
November  1950. 
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BIDDULPH  URBAN  DISTRICT 


NATURAL  FEATURES  AND  POPULATION 

The  Urban  District  of  Biddulph,  a mining  community,  consists 
of  the  civil  parish  of  that  name.  It  lies  wholly  within  the 
administrative  County  of  Stafford,  one  of  the  West  Midland  Counties 
of  England,  afl&  occupies  its  north-west  comer  adjoining  the  Cheshire 
border. 

The  district  has  an  area  of  6,647  acres  or  a little  less  than  lOi 
square  miles,  plus  30  acres  covered  by  water.  The  acreage  increased 
by  approximately  one-third  during  the  fifteen  year  period  1920-1934. 
There  has  been  no  increase  in  acreage  since  1934. 

Biddulph  is  a district  of  hill  and  vale.  Its  chief  natural  feature 
is  the  Biddulph  Valley,  fan-shaped  and  embracing  two-thirds  of  the 
area.  The  fall  of  the  valley  is  towards  the  northern  or  narrow  end 
and  the  gradient  falls  over  a distance  of  approximately  3^  miles  from 
a maximum  of  671  feet  at  the  southern  end,  on  the  site  of  the 
Victoria  Colliery,  by  gradations  through  630,  550  and  500  feet  in 
the  populous  parts  of  the  town  to  the  Cheshire  boundary,  where 
it  is  only  370  feet  above  the  water  level  at  Liverpool. 

The  east  side  of  the  valley  rises  in  a millstone  ridge  to  1092  feet, 
and  along  the  conspicuous  west  side  a millstone  ridge  runs  due  north 
attaining  a maximum  height  of  1017  feet  above  sea  level.  The 
western  ridge  acts  as  a watershed  between  the  Oane-Weaver-Mersey 
Rivers’  sysitem  and  the  Trent  water  system.  The  drainage  of  the 
main  valley  runs  to  the  river  Dane  and  thence  by  way  of  the  Weaver 
and  the  Mersey  to  the  Irish  Sea.  A strip  on  the  east  and  west  drains 
to  the  River  Trent.  This  river  has  its  source  on  the  eastern  millstone 
ridge  on  Biddulph  Moor  and  runs  by  way  of  the  river  Humber  into 
the  North  Sea.  The  elevations  of  1017  and  1092  feet  and  the 
surrounding  hills  may  be  regarded  as  the  most  westerly  offshoots  of 
the  Pennines. 

The  prevailing  winds  are  south-westerly  but  most  of  the  district 
is  sheltered  from  these.  It  is  exposed  to  northerly  and  easterly 
winds.  Snowfalls  and  deep  drifts  are  common  in  winter  especially 
on  the  high  easterly  boundary. 

The  North  Staffordshire  coalfield  is  triangular  in  shape  with 
its  apex  just  falling  into  the  Biddulph  Valley,  and  its  base  extending 
from  10  to  12  miles  south  beyond  the  administrative  boundary  and 
including  the  North  Staffordshire  “ Potteries.”  The  strata  rest  on 
the  millstone  ridges  and  have  a definite  dip  to  the  south,  although 
Liie  general  surface  of  the  valley  slopes  towards  the  northern  gap. 
Originally  the  grit  stones  and  coal  measures  were  horizontal  but 
now  they  dip  from  north  to  south  in  the  Biddulph  Valley  where 
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there  have  been  numerous  outcrops.  The  measures,  of  the  Biddulph 
Trough  basin  are  cradled  between  the  two  millstone  grits. 

The  district  has  undergone  an  industrial  urbanisation  in  the 
past  70  years  and  its  population  has  doubled  in  that  period.  Taking 
the  census  figures  alone,  the  population  shows  increases  from  5,290 
in  1881  to  6,247  in  1901,  7,425  in  1911,  7,936  in  1921  and  8,346  at  the 
last  census  in  1931.  The  Registrar  General’s  mid-year  estimate  for 
1941  was  9,597  and  for  1950  10,860.  The  graph,  under  Section  D, 
plotting  the  growth  of  population  and  its  relation  to  the  number  of 
inhabited  houses  over  the  past  22  years  shows  a population  of  8,700 
in  1929  with  a steady  drop  in  the  triennium  1931-33  when  “ preceding 
years  of  industrial  unrest  and  unemployment  caused  migration  to 
the  adjacent  rural  districts  and  towns  and  to  the  Yorkshire  coal- 
fields ” — (M.O.H.  Annual  Report  1933).  The  rapid  increase  in  1934 
followed  a boundary  extension  when  an  adjoining  rural  parish  in 
the  Horton  area  was  added  to  the  original  district.  The  subsequent 
rises  followed  the  building  programmes  of  1933-38  and  the  post-war 
ones  up  to  the  present  time. 
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BIDDULPH  URBAN  DISTRICT 


1950 


SECTION  A 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


1950 

Area  (in  acres)  6,647 

Population  (1931  Census)  ...  8,346 

Registrar  General’s  mid-year  estimate 
of  home  populaton  (all  ages) 
including  members  of  the  armed 

forces  stationed  in  the  area  10,860 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the 

Rate  Book  at  the  end  of  the  year  3,021 


Rateable  value  at  1st  April,  1950...  £33,960 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 

(estimated)  at  1st  April,  1950...  £131.005 


1949 

6,647 


10.790 

2,940 

£32,310 

£122.366 


RAINFALL  FOR  1950 


These  figures  were  kindly  supplied  by  Mr.  W.  J.  C.  Lambert. 
Secretary  of  the  Biddulph  Grange  Orthopaedic  Hospital. 


Rainfall 

Month  in  inches 

Jan.  1.99 

Feb 4.96 

March  1.43 

April  3.68 

May  1.06 

June  1.72 


Month 

Rainfall 
in  inches 

July 

3.03 

Aug 

5.00 

Sept 

3.98 

Oct.  

2.13 

Nov.  

5.18 

Dec.  

3.42 

Total 


37.58  inches 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


1950  has  been  a year  of  slow  but  steady  progress.  Biddulph, 
without  any  increase  in  area,  has  grown  in  population  since  the 
war.  This  growth  has  aggravated  the  problems  of  overcrowding  and 
the  demand  for  house  building.  Land  has  had  to  be  acquired  for 
immediate  needs  and  for  the  expected  future  increase  in  the  popula- 
tion. Part  of  the  immediate  need  has  been  met  by  the  completion 
of  the  Uplands  estate  of  74  houses  in  1948  and  the  acquisition 
of  the  site  at  Braddocks  Hay  to  the  south  of  it  where  174  houses  and 
8 lock-up  shops  have  been  occupied  since  building  first  began  there 
in  June,  1947.  It  is  expected  'that  the  remaining  74  houses  necessary 
to  complete  this  estate,  and  which  were  under  construction  in  1950, 
will  be  occupied  in  1951.  In  the  twelve  months  ended  December 
31st  1950,  81  houses  were  erected — 68  by  the  local  authority  and 
13  by  private  builders.  Waiting  lists  for  houses,  however,  diminish 
little  if  any.  To  deal  with  these  and  to  anticipate  the  future  growth 
of  the  town  the  local  authority  intends  to  acquire  130  acres  of 
agricultural  land  to  the  north  of  Park  Lane  on  which  approximately 
600  houses  will  be  built,  with  associated  social  and  public  services. 
During  1950  approval  was  obtained  to  proceed  with  plans  for  the 
erection  of  110  houses  as  a first  stage  in  the  development  of  this 
estate.  It  is  hoped  that  these  houses  may  be  completed  in  1951. 
Although  this  is  perhaps  optimistic,  the  local  authority  has,  neverthe- 
less, an  allocation  of  65  houses  for  the  year.  In  addition,  the  Ministry 
of  Health  has  apportioned  a further  45  houses  on  condition  that  they 
be  offered  on  completion,  to  incoming  miners;  the  allocation  of  these 
to  be  made  in  the  usual  way  by  the  local  authority  but  in  consultation 
with  the  Area  Welfare  Officer  of  the  National  Coal  Board.  This  is 
fair  having  regard  to  the  predominantly  mining  nature  of  the  area. 

Four  years  building  at  the  Uplands  and  Braddocks  Hay  estates 
has  rehoused  approximately  1000  persons.  The  design  and  lay-out 
of  these  estates  have  already  partly  transformed  the  contour  of  the 
valley  in  which  the  town  lies.  When  the  Park  Lane  estate  is 
completed  and  some  of  the  older  properties  have  been  demolished 
Biddulph  will  bid  fair  to  contradict  a recent  official  pronouncement 
that  “ the  town’s  streets  are  dull,  typical  of  a mining  area,  with 
straight  terraces  of  uninteresting  houses.” 

The  need  for  co-operation  in  maintaining  the  amenities  of  the 
estates  has  been  summarised  in  a useful  handbook  to  be  issued  to 
tenants  by  the  local  authority.  It  contains!  simple  rules  of  tenancy, 
advises  on  abuses  to  property  and  on  various  nuisances  such  as 
unsightly  out-buildings,  and  calls  for  the  greatest  possible  care  of 
the  house  and  a personal  pride  in  the  estate  as  a whole. 

The  water  supplies  to  the  area,  domestic  and  industrial,  have 
been  adequate  for  all  requirements  during  the  year.  Water  carting 
was  only  necessary  to  one  small  rural  area  from  January  to  April,  prior 
to  a piped  supply  being  installed.  The  yield  from  private  and  public 
wells  was  satisfactory  but  in  some  cases  of  doubtful  quality.  1950  had 
no  periods  of  prolonged  drought.  The  yield  from  all  sources  was 
maintained  at  a high  level  and  the  quality  of  the  water  was  generally 
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satisfactory.  Chlorination  was  continuous  throughout  the  year.  The 
anticipated  population  increases  during  the  next  20  years  will  mean 
greater  water  consumption.  The  present  yield  from  the  main  source 
at  Elmhurst  is  not  maximal.  To  enable  the  borehole  there  to 
discharge  at  full  capacity,  proposals  have  been  made  during  the  year 
to  instal  more  modern  pumping  apparatus  and  to  effect  technical 
improvements  to  the  Biddulph  Moor  supply  so  that  all  parts  of  the 
area  may  be  assured  of  adeqate  supplies  for  many  years.  Already 
this  year  three  rural  areas  at  Mow  Cop,  Crowborough  and  The 
Hollands  have  received  a piped  supply  direct  to  the  premises  and 
have  now  sufficient  water  there  for  all  domestic  and  agricultural  needs. 

The  new  sewage  disposal  works,  established  in  1949  at  Marsh 
Green  adjoining  the  old  workings,  have  in  general  been  acting 
efficiently.  The  effluent  has.  been  considered  satisfactory  and  no 
complaints  have  been  received  of  pollution  of  river  and  streams. 
Free  stocks  of  dried  sludge  have  been  made  available  to  farmers. 
Alterations  have  had  to  be  made  to  the  sedimentation  tanks  and 
towards  the  end  of  the  year  recurring  site  flooding  was  troublesome 
during  storm  periods.  The  abnormal  rainfall  throughout  the  year 
allowed  the  dry  weather  flow  to'  be  recorded  over  one  7-day  period 
only  and  this  was  satisfactory.  The  completion  of  the  sewage  works 
has  focussed  attention  on  the  out-of-date  conservancy  m.ethcds  of 
sewage  disposal  affecting  some  1200  properties  in  the  town,  including 
44  at  factories,  schools  and  other  non-domestic  premises.  Approxi- 
mately 700  of  these  are  in  areas  accessible  to  water  carriage 
facilities.  In  1950  51  individual  conversions  were  carried  out  and 
grants  made  to  owners  by  the  local  authority  towards  the  cost  of 
these.  But  large  scale  conversions  are  necessary  to  abate  what  are 
virtually  sanitary  nuisances  in  an  urban  area.  To  this  end,  the 
local  authority  has  agreed,  under  powers  conferred  on  it  by  the 
Pubhc  Health  Act,  1936,  to  prepare  schemes  to  deal  with  these 
conversions.  A large  amount  of  preparatory  and  supervisory  work 
will  be  needed.  Difficulties  of  labour  and  materials  will  probably  be 
encountered  . Areas  suitable  for  conversion  will  have  to  be  selected, 
demarcated  and  subdivided  into  blocks  of  40  or  50  houses  for  contract 
purposes.  The  total  scheme  will  require  to  be  spread  over  four 
years  and  will  cost  approximately  £21,000  of  which  one  half  will  be 
recoverable  from  the  owners.  It  is  an  ambitious  undertaking  and 
it  is  far  from  certain  that  the  work  will  be  completed  in  the  time 
but  the  effort  to  bring  these  properties  into  line  with  the  modern 
conceptions  of  internal  sanitation  deserves  to  succeed. 

Although  milk  is  a staple  commodity  and  a valuable  article  of 
food,  especially  for  children,  and  is  being  increasingly  consumed  at 
the  present  time,  the  standards  of  cleanliness  and  quality  are  still  far 
from  satisfactory.  The  new  legislation  introduced  in  1949  to  raise 
these  standards  is  complex.  The  production  side  and  the  issue  of 
licences  to  producers  of  raw  milk  to  use  any  special  designation 
now  come  under  the  authority  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries;  the  special  grades  of  milk  sold  are  the  responsibility  of  the 
Ministry  of  Food,  but  sampling  for  cleanliness,  tuberculosis  and 
other  specified  diseases  is  retained  by  the  County  Council  under  the 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938.  During  the  first  full  year  of  these  new 
regulations,  the  objects  of  which  are  to  reduce  ill-health  among 
dairy  herds  and  bad  management  on  the  farm,  street  sampling  in 
Biddulph  showed  that  33  per  cent,  of  undesignated  milks  were 
unclean  and  44  per  cent,  of  special’y  designated  milks,  namely 
Tuberculin  Tested,  Pasteurised  and  Accredited,  failed  to  pass  a 
cleanliness  test.  More  than  one  half  of  these  failures  occurred  during 
the  summer  months  and  suggest  faulty  storage,  bottling  and  handling. 

4 per  cent,  of  the  samples  were,  in  addition,  positive  to  tuberculosis. 
Milk  is  a common  vector  of  this  disease.  In  each  of  the  cases  of 
tuberculosis  strict  examination  and  supervision  of  the  herd  were 
carried  out,  infected  cattle  were  slaughtered  and  in  some  cases 
notices  were  served  prohibiting  the  sale  of  raw  milk  until  the  herd  had 
been  declared  free,  biologically,  from  tuberculous  infection.  Every 
assistance  was  given  to  the  farmer  and  effective  liason  was  maintained 
between  him  and  the  Ministry  and  the  local  authority.  The  control 
of  disease  among  cattle  and  a high  level  of  cleanliness  in  the  produc- 
tion, handling  and  distribution  of  milk  are  essential  for  the 
eradication  of  diseases  spread  by  milk.  The  highest  quality  of  safe 
milk  will  only  be  made  available  to  the  consumer  when  it  is 
designated  Tuberculin  Tested  '(T.T.)  or  is  efficiently  pasteurised.  All 
other  grades  should  ultimately  be  eliminated  and  these  regulations 
are  no  doubt  a stage  in  this  process.  Meanwhile,  everything  should 
be  done  to  see  that  milk  is  constantly  regarded  as  a food  and  not 
merely  as  an  agricultural  product. 

The  authority  is  fully  aware  of  the  danger  to  children  from 
accidents  on  the  roads.  A children’s  playground  has  been 
established  close  to  the  Craigside  housing  estate.  Improvements  to 
the  existing  recreation  ground  in  the  Brown  Lees  area  are  at  present 
under  consideration.  There  is  already  some  land  available  on  the 
Braddocks  Hay  estate  which  may  be  utilised  for  playing  fields  and 
it  is  hoped  to  give  recreational  facilities  to  children  on  the  new 
estate  at  Park  Lane.  To  keep  children  off  the  roads  and  give  them 
access  for  recreation  away  from  the  public  highway  and  so  reduce 
child  mortality  from  road  traffic  accidents  is  a proper  function  of 
a local  authority.  It  has  the  full  support  of  all  voluntary  and 
statutory  bodies  interested  in  child  safety  and  indeed  of  the  whole 
community. 

Employment  has  remained  high  throughout  the  year.  The 
great  need  for  coal  has  kept  the  local  industry  in  full  employment. 
Deep  mined  coal  is  still  insufficient  for  the  nation’s  needs;  in  many 
parts  of  the  country  new  sources  of  coal  are  being  sought.  In 
Biddulph,  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Ministry  of  Fuel  and 
Power  put  forward  proposals  to  prospect  for  coal  on  land  near  the 
south-eastern  boundary  of  the  area.  An  assurance  was  given  that 
any  prospecting  would  not  interfere  with  the  development  of  the 
Park  Lane  housing  estate.  The  local  authority  has  not  objected 
to  exploration  being  carried  out  but  has  reserved  the  right  to  do 
so  if  necessary  when  more  details  of  the  scheme  are  made  available. 
There  is  still  a high  level  of  female  employment.  Some  500  women 
and  girls  find  work  in  the  local  mills — in  the  manufacture  of  ribbon. 
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of  coated  and  uncoated  textiles  and  of  a variety  of  small  wares 
such  as  cotton,  threads  and  yarns.  This  is  additional  to  the  many 
employed  in  the  silk  mills  of  Congleton.  The  Albion  Mill  provides 
work  for  some  37  male  empAloyees  in  the  manufacture  of  kitchen 
cabinets  and  light  metal  furniture.  Although  no  new  industry  was 
established  during  1950  the  employment  figures  were  very 
satisfactory. 

Biddulph  has  passed  through  difficult  times  since  the  war.  The 
cessation  of  house  building  and  the  postponement  of  the  sewage 
and  water  schemes  during  the  war  years  have  thrown  heavy  burdens 
or  the  community  since.  In  five  years,  progress  has  been  made  with 
house  building.  The  new  estates  surpass  in  design  and  lay-out 
m.any  post-war  housing  sites.  Water  supplies  are  adequate  to  meet 
present  and  future  domestic  and  industrial  requirements.  There  is  a 
modern  and  efficient  sewage  disposal  works.  Biddulph  Moor^  still 
suffers  from  being  outside  the  sewage  and  sewerage  disposal  area 
and  is  likely  to  remain  so  for  the  present.  Expense  has  been  heavy; 
the  burden  on  the  rates  increases,  council  house  rents  are 
higher  and  the  repayments  on  loans  are  sure  to  be  felt 
for  many  years  to  come.  Better  health,  if  measured  only  by 
better  social  conditions  and  improved  housing,  does  not  seem  too 
high  a price  to  have  to  pay  for  these  post  war  schemes.  They  are 
a sure  contribution  to  better  living  standards  and  so  to  a reduction 
in  the  incidence  of  many  commimity  diseases. 


ill 


FORM  S.D.  30A 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Total 


COMPARABILITY  FACTORS 

Births  Deaths 

1.01  1.21 

Live  Births 
M.  F. 

88  83  Total  ... 


Stillbirths 
M.  F. 

— 1 


Legitimate  85  ...  83  Legitimate 

Illegitimate  3 ...  — Illegitimate 


Total  Live  Births  171 

Total  Stillbirths  1 

1950 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 15.74 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 0.09 


M.  F. 

Total  Deaths  125  67  58 

^ Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  9 6 3 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 11.51 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 53 


VITAL  STATISTICS.— Form  S.D.  30 

DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES— 1950 

Male 

ALL  CAUSES  67 

Measles  — 

Whooping  Cough  — 

Diphtheria  — 

Influenza  , — 

Meningococcal  infections  — 


Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System  2 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis — 

Syphilitic  disease  1 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  — 

Cancer — malignant  disease  11 

Coronary  disease,  angina  14 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  — 

Other  heart  disease  9 

Other  circulatory  disease  — 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  7 

Diabetes  — 

Bronchitis  4 

Pneumonia — all  forms  2 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  2 

Diarrhoea,  gastritis  and  enteritis  — 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  2 

Premature  births  3 

Congenital  Malformations — Infant  diseases  2 

Suicide  — 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  1 

All  other  accidents  2 

Other  deflned  and  ill-defined  diseases  4 


1949 

14.73 

0.83 


10.94 

25 


Female 
. 58 


1 


1 


8 

5 

2 

14 

2 

4 

1 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 


3 


7 


11 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY— Deaths  under  1 year  of  age 


Na 

Sex 

Age 

Cause  of  Death 

Date  of  Death 

1 

M 

3 hours 

Congenital  heart 

18th  Jan. 

disease 

2 

F 

9 months 

Convulsions  : 

3rd  Mar. 

Hydrocephalus 

3 

M 

3 days 

Congenital  heart 

26th  Apr. 

disease 

4 

M 

3 days 

Prematurity 

9th  May 

5 

F 

2 days 

Congenital 

12  th  May 

Malformation 

6 

M 

4 months 

Broncho-pneumonia 

6th  June 

7 

M 

1 day 

Prematurity 

29th  July 

8 

M 

3 minutes 

Prematurity — 

20th  Aug. 

30  weeks 

9 

F 

4 days 

Congenital 

18th  Sept. 

Malformation 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  of  53  is  the  highest  since  1944  when 
it  was  58  per  1,000  registered  live  births.  It  is  far  above  this  year’s 
national  rate  and  is  caused  by  the  high  proportion,  of  deaths  due  to 
congenital  defects  and  malformations — deaths  which  are  correctly 
termed  “ unavoidable.”  There  were  5 such  deaths  this  year,  sufficient 
to  spoil  significantll|y  the  death  rate  among  infants  in  such  a small 
area  as  Biddulph.  Deducting  these  from  the  total  deaths  gives  a rate 
of  23,  well  below  the  rate  for  England  and  WaDes  (29.8).  Apart  from 
these  congenital'  causes  there  has  been  only  one  other  death  among 
infants  born  at  full  time  and  so  having  the  average  chance  of 
srvival.  It  is  the  survival  of  this  class  of  infant  which  has  contributed 
most  to  the  fall  in  infantile  mortality  over  the  past  10  years.  There 
is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  rate  this  year  will  be  maintained 
at  such  a high  figure.  It  is  much  more  likely  to  become  stabilised 
round  30  provided  deaths  from  prematurity  can  be  reduced. 


Form  S.D.55 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Birth-rates,  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality  and  Case-rates  for 
Certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Year.  1950.  Provisional  figures 
based  on  Quarterly  Returns 


Biddulph  Urban  England  and  126  County 
District  Wales  Boroughs  & 

Great  i'owns 
(including 
Eondon) 

Rates  per  1,000  Home  Population 


148  Smaller 
I'owns 
(Resident 
population 
25,000  50,000 
at  1931  Census) 


London 

Admini- 

strative 

County 


Live  births 

15.74 

...  15.  8 ... 

17.  6 ... 

16.  7 ... 

17.  8 

Still  births 

Deaths 

0.09 

...  0.37  ... 

0.45  ... 

0.38  ... 

0.36 

All  Causes 

Typhoid  and 

11.51 

...  11.  6 ... 

, 12.  3 ... 

11.  6 ... 

11.  8 

Paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00  ... 

0.00  ... 

0.00  ... 

0.00 

Whooping  cough 

0.00 

...  0.01  ... 

0.01  ... 

0.01  ... 

0.01 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

...  0.00  ... 

0.00  ... 

0.00  ... 

0.00 

Tuberculosis  . , . 

0.27 

...  0.36  ... 

0.42  ... 

0.33  ... 

0.39 

Influenza  

0.09 

0.10  ... 

0.09  ... 

0.01  ... 

0.07 

Smallpox  

Acute  polio- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

myelitis  and 
polioencephalitis 

0.00 

...  0.02  ... 

0.02  ... 

0.02  ... 

0.01 

Pneumonia 

Notifications 

0.44 

...  0.46  .. 

0.49  ... 

0.45  ... 

0.48 

(Corrected) 

Typhoid  fever  .. 
Paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00  ... 

0.00  ... 

0.00  ... 

0.01 

fever 

0.00 

...  0.01  ... 

0.01  ... 

0.01  ... 

0.01 

Meningococcal 

infection 

0.18 

...  0.03  ... 

0.03  ... 

0.02  ... 

0.03 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

2.02 

...  1.51  ... 

1.56  ... 

1.61  ... 

1.23 

Whooping  cough 

0.64 

...  3.60  ... 

3.97  ... 

3.15  ... 

3.21 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

...  0.02  ... 

0.03  ... 

0.02  ... 

0.03 

Erysipelas 

0.18 

0.17  ... 

0.19  ... 

0.16  ... 

0.17 

Smallpox  

0.00 

...  0.00  .. 

. 0.00  ... 

— 

— 

Measles 

10.  9 

...  8.39  ... 

8.76  ... 

8.39  "... 

6.57 

Pneumonia 

Acute 

1.74 

...  0.70  ... 

0.77  ... 

0.61  ... 

0.51 

poliomyelitis 

0.00 

0.13  ... 

0.12  ... 

0.11  ,.. 

0.08 

Acute 

polioencephalitis 

0.00 

...  0.05  .. 

. 0.05  ... 

0.06  ... 

0.05 

Food  poisoning 

0.00 

0.19  .. 

0.16  ... 

0.14  ... 

0.25 

Deaths 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births 

All  causes  under 

1 year  of  age 
Enteritis  and 
diarrhoea  under 

(a)53 

...  29.  8 .. 

. 33.  8 ... 

29.  4 ... 

26.  3 

2 years  of  age 

2.80 

1.  9 .. 

. 2.  2 ... 

1.  6 ... 

1.  0 

Rates 

per  1,000  Total 

(Live  and  Still)  Births 

Notif! cations 
(Corrected) 

Puerperal  fever 

and  Pyrexia 

5.71 

...  5.81  ... 

7.43  ... 

4.33  ... 

6.03 

(a)  per  1,000  related  live  births. 
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SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Publie  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority: 

1.  — John  Ferguson,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

(part-time). 

2.  — Thomas  E.  Pointon,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  Sanitary  Inspector 

(full-time) . 

The  Urban  District  Council  is  the  sanitary  authority  responsible 
for  the  environmental  services.  It  delegates  to  its  Health  Committee 
“ authority  and  power  to  institute  any  proceedings  or  to  do  any  act 
which  the  Council  might  have  instituted  or  done  for  the  suppression 
of  nuisances  and  the  safeguarding  of  public  health  but  not  the  raising 
of  any  loans  or  the  making  of  any  rate  or  contract.” 

Legislation  for  securing  cleaner  food  and  safer  milk  became 
operative  during  the  year.  New  byelaws  made  under  Section  15 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938  came  into  operation  in  November, 
1950.  Copies  were  served  to  shopkeepers.  The  byelaws  aim  at 
securing  the  observance  by  them  of  “ sanitary  and  cleanly  conditions 
and  practices  in  connection  with  the  handling,  wrapping  and  delivery 
of  food  sold  or  intended  for  sale  for  human  consumption,  and  in 
connection  with  the  sale  or  exposure  for  sale  in  the  open  air  of  food 
intended  for  human  consumption.”  The  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 
1949  re-enact,  with  amendments,  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 
1926  to  1943.  The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  becomes 
responsible  for  the  registration  of  dairy  farms  and  of  persons  carrying 
on  or  proposing  to  carry  on  the  trade  of  dairy  farmer.  The  execution 
and  enforcement  of  the  regulations  in  dairy  farms  are  its  sole 
responsibility.  The  local  authority  remains  responsible  for  those 
provisions  which  apply  outside  dairy  farms,  for  the  provisions  relating 
to  diseases  communicable  to  man  and  for  the  registration  of  dairies 
which  are  not  dairy  farms  and  of  dairymen  who  are  not  dairy  farmers. 
The  regulations  also  include  new  provisions  for  the  inspection  of 
cattle  on  dairy  farms  by  veterinary  inspectors  of  the  Ministry  of 
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Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  A number  of  minor  changes  relate  to 
farm  buildings,  the  cleansing  of  vessels  and  utensils,  and  the  distribu- 
tion of  milk  and  its  protection  against  contamination  and  disease. 
In  particular,  provision  is  made  for  modern  practices  in  dairying 
including  the  use  of  mechanical  refrigeration  for  cooling  and  approved 
chemical  agents  for  the  cleansing  of  appliances. 

The  locaH'  authority  has  no  major  responsibilities  under  the 
National  Health  Service  Act  1946,  The  sanitary  administration  of 
the  district  has  not  been  altered  by  it.  The  County  Council  is  both 
Local  Health  and  Local  Sanitary  Authority  as  well  as  Local  Education 
Authority.  It  has  assumed  new  and  diverse  responsibilities  under 
the  Act.  It  is  responsible  for  the  followings  services:  maternity  and 
child  welfare,  domiciliary  midwifery,  vaccination  and  immunisation, 
an  ambulance  service,  a health  visiting  service,  the  administration  of 
the  Mental  Services,  “ care  and  after  care  ” and  the  provision  of 
home  nursing  and  “ home  helps.”  Section  21  of  the  Act  imposes  on 
the  County  Council  the  duty  of  providing  Health  Centres.  No  action 
in  respect  of  these  has  yet  been  taken  except  in  a limited  way,  in 
some  areas,  to  the  seeking  of  sites. 

The  more  important  changes,  under  Part  III  of  the  Act  affecting 
the  health  services  in  this  area,  are  these:— 

1.  Ambulance  Services  (Section  27) 

On  the  5th  July.  1948,  the  local  ambulance,  hitherto  maintained 
by  voluntary  effort,  was  transferred  to  the  County  Council.  This 
vehicle  was  gifted  to  the  town  in  1938.  Its  upkeep  was  supervised 
by  a local  committee.  An  amicable  arrangement  was  reached  between 
this  committee  and  the  County  Council  whereby  the  ambulance  was 
put  in  the  gift  of  the  County  Council,  thus  waiving  a requirement  of 
the  section  that  the  market  value  be  paid.  The  local  ambulance 
station,  provided  under  Section  197  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936, 
was  made  available  on  Council  premises  to  the  Local  Health 
Authority  for  as  long  as  they  may  require  it.  The  staff,  consisting  of 
a section  leader  and  four  drivers,  is  empilpyed  whole  time  in  driving 
and  maintenance.  There  is,  in  addition,  one  ambulance  attendant. 
The  original  ambulance  was  withdrawn  from  service  in  May,  1949, 
and  replaced  by  a new  six-cylinder  vehicle.  In  September,  1949,  a 
sitting  case  car  was  made  available  for  cases  not  requiring  complete 
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ambulance  facilities.  A rota  permits  the  two  vehicles  to  be  available 
day  and  night  for  aU  medical,  surgical  and  infectious  cases  and 
emergencies.  It  has  been  agreed  that  the  ambulance  may  be  used  for 
auxiliary  hospital  and  health  services  such  as  the  conveyance  of 
infected  bedding  where  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  experiences 
difficulty  in  this  respect.  The  service  now  deals  with  admissions  and 
discharges  to  and  from  Biddulph  Grange  Orthopaedic  hospital, 
necessitating  journeys  of  some  distance  to  many  centres  in  the 
Midlands.  The  service  can  be  augmented  at  any  time  by  the  use  of 
ambulances  based  on  the  hospital  services.  Reciprocal  arrangements 
of  this  kind  between  the  Local  Health  Authority  and  the  Area  Hospital 
Management  Committee  are  aimed  at  maintaining  the  efficiency  of 
the  service. 

The  local  ambulance  service  dealt  with  a total  of  2349  cases 
during  1950,  including  207  emergency  calls.  1779  were  sitting  car 
cases  and  363  stretcher  cases.  All  the  emergency  cases  required  full 
ambulance  facilities.  The  follbwing  table  classifies  the  various  types 
of  cases  dealt  with  each  quarter. 


Jan.  to 
March 

April  to 
June 

July  to 
Sept. 

October 
to  Dec. 

Clean  cases 

522 

562 

495 

666 

Infectious  diseases 

9 

7 

3 i 

1 

Maternity  cases  . 

7 

10 

16 

10 

Road  accidents  ... 

6 

2 

9 

4 

Other  accidents 

7 

4 

4 

5 

Totals  ... 

551 

585 

527 

686 

The  road  accident  cases  included  8 children  and  13  adults.  No 
figures  are  available  to  indicate  the  types  of  cases  using  the  sitting 
car  but  they  totalled  76  per  cent,  of  all  cases  using  the  entire  service. 
Stretcher  cases  accounted  for  the  difference  namely  24  per  cent. 

2.  Labaratory  Facilities  (Part,  Section  26) 

These  are  available  for  the  area  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Stafford.  The  service  is  a component  of  a national 
laboratory  service  for  England  and  Wales.  It  is  directed  by  the 
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Medical  Research  Council  for  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  is  designed 
to  assist  the  medical  officer  of  health,  the  general  practitioners  and 
others  concerned  in  the  diagnosis,  prevention  and  control  of  com- 
municable diseases.  The  laboratory  undertakes  for  the  general 
practitioner  the  examination  of  'throat  and  nose  swabs,  sputum, 
faeces,  blood  and  other  material  required  for  diagnosis.  It 
undertakes  for  public  health  authorities  the  bacteriological 
examination  of  drinking  water,  of  milk,  ice  cream  and  other  food 
stuffs  as  distributed  to  the  public.  Its  staff  is  available  to 
participate  in  the  investigation  of  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  in 
the  area  which  it  serves.  Under  Section  26  of  the  Act,  the  laboratory 
distributes  certain  prophylactic  reagents  e.g.  diphtheria  prophylactic 
and  vaccine  lymph  for  smallpox,  and  now  undertakes  the  distribution 
of  measles  prophylactic  for  the  passive  immunisation  of  contacts. 
Full  use  is  made  by  this  authority  and  by  local  medical  practitioners 
of  the  facilities  which  the  service  offers. 

3.  Maternity,  Home  Nursing  and  Domestic  HeSp  Facilities 
(Sections  23,  25  and  29> 

The  County  Council  is  now  responsible  for  the  provision  of 
all  the  services  under  these  sections  of  the  Act.  No  changes  have 
occurred  under  Section  23.  There  are,  as  before,  two  County 
Council  midwives,  one  of  whom  combines  general  home  nursing  in 
the  Biddulph  Moor  area.  Two  other  midwives,  now  retired  from 
the  Local  Health  Authority’s  service,  still  undertake  maternity  work 
within  the  area.  A district  nurse  was  appointed  on  27th  September, 
1948,  under  Section  25,  which  places  on  the  Local  Health  Authority 
thjb  duty  to  provide  nurses  to  attend  persons  who  require  nursing 
in  their  own  homes.  The  appointment  was  prompt  and  timely  and 
was  a measure  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  home  nursing  service  in 
Biddulph  for  the  past  25  years.  Even  so,  the  district  is  large  enough 
to  employ  two  nurses  and  it  is  hoped  that  as  the  service  matures  and 
more  nursing  staff  is  available  a further  appointment  will  be 
considered.  The  benefits  to  the  district  since  the  present  appointment 
have  been  inestimable.  The  Leek  Area  Health  Committee  has  made 
progress  under  Section  29  towards  the  provision  of  Domestic  Helps. 
Two  were  available  for  most  of  1950.  Their  function  is  to  give 
assistance  in  the  home  during  the  incapacity  of  a wife  or  mother  and 
they  do  not  undertake  any  duties  of  a nursing  character. 

The  County  Council  is  responsible,  as  before,  for  the  other 
special  health  services,  viz.;  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  School 
Medical  Service  and  Tuberculosis.  There  are  two  Health  Visitors 
available  for  Ante-Natal  work  and  for  the  supervision  of  nursing 
mothers  and  school  children.  One  has,  in  addition,  duties  under  the 
direction  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer.  There  has  been  no  drop  in 
the  visits  paid  to  homes  by  Health  Visitors. 

4 Hospitals. 

Some  alterations  in  hospital  facilities  have  occurred  since  the 
inception  of  the  new  service  on  July  5th,  1948.  The  following 
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hospitals  are  available  for  various  forms  of  treatment — general,  acute 
and  chronic,  sanatoria,  mental  and  infectious  diseases — North 
Staffordshire  Royal  Infirmary;  Haywood  Hospital;  Cripples  Hospital, 
Hartshill;  Congleton  War  Memorial  Hospital;  Longton  Cottage 
Hospital;  City  General  Hospital,  Stoke-on-Trent;  Moorlands  Hospital, 
Leek;  Cheadle  Hospital;  Westcliffe  Hospital,  Chell;  Groundslow  and 
Prestwood  Sanatoria;  St.  Edward’s  Hospital,  Leek;  and  until  August, 
1949,  Heath  Home,  Congleton.  Two  additional  hospitals  have  thus 
been  made  available  for  the  inhabitants  of  this  district.  City  General 
Hospita!!,  Stoke-on-Trent  and  Westcliffe  Hospital,  Chell;  one  for  the 
acutely  ill  and  the  other  for  the  chronic  sick.  All  except  the  War 
Memorial  Hospital  and  the  Heath  Home,  Congleton,  are  administered 
by  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board  through  the  Stoke-on- 
Trent  Area  Management  Committee.  The  Congleton  ones  are  in  the 
area  of  the  Manchester  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  administered  by 
the  Macclesfield  and  District  Area  Management  Committee. 
Geographical  hospital  boundaries  have  thus  been  greatly  widened  by 
the  Regional  arrangements  under  the  Act  and,  as  far  as  this  district 
is  concerned,  have  made  the  problem  of  finding  hospital  accommoda- 
tion for  the  acutely  sick  a little  less  difficult  than  in  many  parts  of 
the  country.  The  problem  of  the  disposal  of  the  chronic  sick  and  of 
those  in  need  of  sanatorium  treatment  has  increased.  This  is  mainly 
due  at  the  present  time  to  reduction  of  hospital  beds  through  a 
decrease  in  the  number  of  nurses  engaged  in  hospital  work,  added  to 
the  increasingly  difficult  problem  of  keeping  pace  with  the  increased 
demand  for  institutional  treatment. 

The  long  association  of  this  district  with  West  Heath  Isolation 
Hospital,  Congleton  (now  re-named  the  Heath  Home)  for  the  reception 
of  infectious  diseases  cases  ceased  in  August,  1949,  when  that  hospital 
was  converted  into  an  institution  for  the  care  of  the  chronic  sick  by 
the  Manchester  Regional  Hospital  Board.  Since  then  facilities  have 
been  made  available  at  Bucknall  Isolation  Hospital, 
Stoke-on-Trent,  within  the  area  of  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital 
Board,  for  dealing  with  cases  of  infectious  diseases  from  this  area. 
Arrangements  for  their  reception  are  made  through  the  local  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  the  local  ambulance  service  is  responsible  for 
their  transport. 

Maternity  cases,  in  an  emergency,  are  received  at  the  North 
Staffordshire  Royal  Infirmary,  City  General  and  Longton  Cottage 
Hospitals.  Part  of  the  maternity  wing  of  the  Haywood  Hospital  is 
now  available  without  charge  and  part  is  still  on,  a fee-paying  basis. 
There  are  four  maternity  amenity  beds  at  Congleton  War  Memorial 
Hospital,  at  nominal  cost. 

None  of  the  above-named  hospitals  is  within  the  area. 

5.  Mortuary., 

The  Council’s  mortuary  is  situated  in  Wharf  Road.  Essential 
equipment  is  provided  by  the  local  authority  and  a mortuary  attendant 
is  available  when  required.  The  mortuary  was  used  on  five  occasions 
during  the  year  and  one  post-mortem  examination  was  made. 
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SECTION  C 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water  Supplies 

The  yield  from  all  sources  maintained  a highly  satisfactory  level 
throughout  the  year. 

The  question  of  additional  plant  and  increased  reservoir  capacity 
is  under  consideration  and  it  is  anticipated  that  approval  will  be 
given  to  proceed  in  this  matter  in  the  near  future. 

The  policy  of  renewal  of  seriously  defective  water  mains  in  stages 
is  being  continued.  Approval  has  been  given  in  principle  to  the 
provision  of  mains  of  increased  capacity  to  serve  the  Black  BulR'  and 
Brown  Lees  districts  together  with  sections  at  Gillow  Heath,  Station 
Road,  Albert  Street,  and  Tower  Hill  Road  to  Newpool.  Approval  has 
been  given  to  relaying  the  main  in  John  Street  and  a section  in  Well 
Street.  The  work  will  be  carried  out  during  the  year  1951. 

Extensions  to  supply  the  Crowborough  district,  a section  at  Mow 
Cop  and  the  Hollands  district  have  been  completed  during  the  year. 

A table  is  given  of  the  average  yield  of  water  from  the  chief 
sources  of  the  Council’s  supplies. 

MONTHLY  YIELD  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES  AT  SOURCE 
(24  hours) 

Elmhurst 

Biddulph  Park  Borehole 


Springs  and  Well  Nettlebeds 

1950  Actual  Actual  Actual 

January  67,000  gals.  ...  230,000  gals.  ...  21,000  gals. 

February  74,000  „ ...  195,000  „ ...  22,000  „ 

March  75,000  „ ...  182,000  „ ...  28,000  „ 

April  73,000  „ ...  200,000  „ ...  23,000  „ 

May  72,000  „ ...  215,000  „ ...  24,000  „ 

June  65,000  „ ...  258,000  „ ...  21,000  „ 

July  68,000  „ ...  256,000  „ ...  16,000 

August  63,000  „ ...  238,000  „ ...  16,000  „ 

September  62,000  „ ...  239,000  „ ...  24,000  „ 

October  63,000  „ ...  216,000  „ ...  21,000  „ 

November  67,000  „ ...  235,000  ,,  ...  21,000  „ 

December  82,000  ,,  ...  233,000  „ ...  35,000  ,, 
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2,872  houses  have  a piped  supply  direct  to  the  premises.  149 
houses  are  without  a piped  supply.  On  this  basis  94.8  per  cent,  of 
the  population  is  receiving  water  from  public  mains. 

Quality. 

(1)  BACTERIOLOGICAL. — The  quality  of  water  from  the 
Council’s  main  sources  of  supply  was  generally  satisfactory.  One 
sample  taken  from  the  piped  supply  in  the  Biddulph  Moor  distribu- 
tion area  was  reported  as  unsatisfactory.  This  sample  was  taken  in 
an  area  where  a new  water  main  had  recently  been  laid  and  it  was 
considered  that  this  was  the  probable  cause  of  the  unsatisfactory 
report.  Subsequent  samples  taken  from  the  same  source  were 
satisfactory. 

(2)  CHEMICAL. — Samples  of  water  from  the  Council’s  supply 
were  generally  satisfactory,  apart  from  the  waters  in  the  Biddulph 
Park  distribution  area  which  still  have  a solvent  action  on  lead.  This 
solvency  problem  has  been  referred  to  the  Council’s  Consulting 
Engineer  for  him  to  make  provision  for  the  necessary  hardening  plant 
in  the  new  water  scheme  now  under  consideration. 

The  Nettlebeds  supply  also  has  a solvent  and  erosive  action  on 
lead.  This  water  is  subject  to  treatment  by  lime  before  being 
pumped  into  the  distribution  system. 

Samples  of  water  were  also  taken  from  three  sources  of  supply 
other  than  main  supplies,  two  from  springs  and  one  from  a public 
v/ell.  The  reports  of  these  samples  showed  that,  bacteriologically,  the 
sample  from  one  of  the  springs  was  unsatisfactory  and  that  the  water 
from  the  other  spring  was  unusually  acid  in  reaction.  The  water 
from  the  well  was  reasonably  satisfactory. 
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Bacteriological — satisfactory.  | Bacteriological — satisfactory 

Nettlebeds  Well  1 1 For  result  of  chemical  | For  result  of  chemical 

analysis  see  next  page.  2 2 I analysis  see  next  page. 


METTLEBEDS  WELL  DI3TRIBUTS0N  AREA 


Date 

Nettlebeds  Well 

1 (before  hardening)  1 

Nettlebeds  Supply 
(after  hardening) 

Lead  in  solution  parts 
per  100,000 

Lead  in  solution  parts 
per  100,000 

8-3-50 

— 

0.04 

7-6-50 

— 

0.09 

27-9-50 

0.06 

— 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

1950  saw  the  completion  of  the  Council’s  new  sewage  scheme 
commenced  in  1948,  which  comprised  the  extension  and  modernisation 
of  the  sewage  works  and  the  provision  of  sewers  to  certain  parts  of 
the  district.  The  work  of  house  connections  was  completed  during 
the  year  and  it  is  gratifying  to  record  that  some  850  properties  which 
previously  drained  to  sewers  not  connected  to  the  sewage  works,  or  to 
cesspools  and  septic  tanks,  are  now  connected  to  the  new  system. 

This  sewage  scheme,  serving  the  major  portion  of  the  district,  and 
so  Long  an  urgent  necessity,  has  at  last  been  completed.  It  frees  the 
authority  of  one  of  its  major  anxieties,  namely  the  elimination  of  such 
nuisances  as  the  poCilution  of  highway  drains,  and  of  rivers  and 
streams.  It  means  also,  that  the  authority  can  now  proceed  with  its 
conversion  scheme  as  outlined  -earlier  in  the  report  under  “ Social 
Conditions.” 

Rivers  and  Streams 

No  action  has  been  taken  by  this  authority  regarding  pollution  of 
rivers  and  streams  during  the  year,  apart  from  the  new  sewage 


scheme  previously  referred  to. 

Closet  Accommodation 

1960  1949 

Number  of  houses  served  by  water  closets 1897  ...  1765 

Number  of  houses  served  by  waste  water  closets  ...  1 ...  1 

Number  of  houses  served  by  privies  38  ...  39 

Number  of  houses  served  by  privy  pails  1085  ...  1135 

Particulars  of  conversions  made  during  the  year; 

Pails  converted  to  water  closets 50  ...  18 

Privies  converted  to  water  closets  1 ...  — 

Privies  converted  to  pail  closets  — ...  8 
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During  the  year  under  review  the  Council  decided  to  make  a 
grant  of  £5  towards  the  cost  of  conversion  of  pail  closet  or  privy 
to  water  closet,  voluntarily  carried  out.  45  owners  have  taken 
advantage  of  this  offer.  It  was  thought  that  this  grant  would 
encourage  owners  to  carry  out  the  conversions  voiluntarilb^,  instead 
of  waiting  until  the  Council  was  able  to  proceed  with  the  conversion 
scheme. 

Public  Conveniences 

There  are  two  public  conveniences,  one  in  Wharf  Road  for  males 
and  one  in  High  Street  for  females. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  house  refuse  and  nightsoil  are 
carried  out  by  direct  labour.  House  refuse  is  collected  by  a 10  cubic 
yard  motor  vehicle.  A weekly  service  is  given  to  all  but  the  outlying 
parts  of  the  district,  which  receive  a fortnightly  collection.  Salvage 
is  collected  at  the  same  time  as  house  refuse,  a trailer  being  used 
for  the  purpose. 

Nightsoil  is  collected  by  motor  vehicle,  specially  adapted  for  the 
purpose  and  a weekly  service  is  given  to  most  parts  of  the  district. 
The  whole  of  the  nightsoil  collected  by  this  vehicle  is  tipped  into  the 
main  sewer. 

Disposal  of  house  refuse  is  by  controlled  tipping  at  the  Council’s 
tip  in  Wharf  Road. 

Salvage 

Despite  the  reduction  in  October  1949,  in  the  price  of  wastve 
paper  it  was  decided  to  continue  the  collection  of  salvage  and  to 
endeavour  to  make  good,  by  increased  collections,  the  reduction  in 
income  as  a result  of  the  reduction  in  prices.  No  substantial  increase 
in  coLection  was  forthcoming,  but  in  October,  1950,  there  was  a 
substantial  increase  in  prices,  which  reflected  very  favourably  on 
the  income  Agune.  Further  increases  in  prices  have  been  made  and 
waste  paper  is  now  a very  valuable  material  and  realises  more  per 
ton  than  during  any  period  of  the  last  war. 
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Salvaged  materials  to  the  value  of  £802  were  sold  during  the 
year  as  against  £693  for  1949.  Details  are  as  follow: — 


Tons  Cwts. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper 

...  93 

2 

662 

11 

6 

Textiles 

3 

6 

47 

18 

3 

Scrap  Metal , 

...  12 

0 

40 

3 

6 

Kitchen  Waste 

...  16 

2 

38 

4 

8 

Miscellaneous 

3 

1 

13 

3 

Bonus  (from  paper  mills)  ... 

11 

5 

0 

Totals...  124 

13 

£801 

16 

2 

During  the  five  years  from  April 
the  value  of  £3,225  has  been  sold. 

1946,  to  March 

1951,  salvage  to 

y 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  principal  work  undertaken 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  etc.,  during  the  year.  100'  complaints 
were  received  and  investigated.  61  Preliminary  Notices  and  8 
Statutory  Notices  were  served. 


Inspections  made 
with  respect  to 

1 Number  of 

Inspections 

Nuisances 
or  defects 
reported 

Re-visits 

made 

Nuisances 
or  defects 
remedied 

P.H.A.— 

Housing  defects 

87 

142 

187 

202 

Other  nuisances 

16 

8 

9 

15 

Water  Supply  ... 

13 

— 

— 

— 

Drains — 
Inspected  or 

tested 

189 

45 

393 

44 

Refuse 

Accommodation 

15 

13 

23 

18 

Keeping  of 

animals 

9 

2 

4 

2 

Rats  & Mice  Act 

115 

7 

106 

7 

Public 

Conveniences 

10 

5 

6 

5 

Other  Visits: — 

Respecting  Infectious  Diseases  33 

Respecting  Disinfection  23 

Respecting  Refuse  and  Nightsoil  Coliljection 194 

Respecting  Salvage 15 

Respecting  Schools,  Public  Buildings,  Cinemas,  etc.  ...  10 

Respecting  Council  Houses  32 

Miscellaneous  Visits 275 

Interviews — 'Owners  and  Tradesmen  84 
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Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

There  are  no  licensed  sites  or  tents,  vans  and  sheds  in  the  area 
and  no  applications  for  licenses  were  received  during  the  year. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 

The  Staffordshire  County  Council  has  delegated  its  powers  under 
the  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act  1919  to  this  authority.  On  31st 
March  1950,  this  Act  was  repealed  and  the  Prevention  of  Damage 
by  Pests  Act  1949  came  into  operation.  This  Act  gives  certain 
additional  duties  to  local  authorities,  who  are  now  responsible  for 
taking  the  necessary  steps  to  ensure  as  far  as  practicable  that  their 
districts  are  kept  free  from  rats  and  mice.  12  notifications  of  the 
presence  of  rats  and  mice  were  notified  to  the  authority  and  the 
necessary  treatments  were  carried  out,  either  by  the  Council’s  rodent 
operative  or  by  the  occupiers  in  co-operation  with  the  authority. 

Two  further  maintenance  treatments  of  the  CounciU’s  sewers  were 
carried  out.  Very  little  evidence  of  rats  in  the  sewers  was  revealed. 
The  Council’s  refuse)  tip  and  sewage  works  were  treated  regularly  with 
satisfactory  results.  A member  of  the  Surveyor’s  staff  is  called  upon 
when  required  for  rodent  control  work. 

Shops  Acts 

The  Staffordshire  County  Council  has  delegated  its  powers  under 
the  Shops  Acts  1912-1938,  with  certain  reservations  as  to  hours  of 
closing,  to  this  authority.  The  Council’s  Sanitary  Inspector  carries 
out  the  duties  of  Shops  Inspector.  The  numerous  Acts,  known  as 
the  Shops  Act  1912-1938  were  all  repealed  on  1st  October  1950,  when 
the  Shops  Act  1950  came  into  operation.  This  Act  consolidated  all 
the  previous  Shops  Acts,  of  which  there  were  seven,  into  one  Act. 

There  are  159  premises  coming  within  the  provisions  of  the  Shops 
Act  and  it  was  found  that  generally  the  provisions  of  the  Act  were 
being  complied  with.  Very  few  shops  remain  open  as  late  as  the 
permitted  hours,  but  it  was  necessary  to  issue  a warning  to  the 
occupier  of  one  shop  for  contravention  of  closing  hours.  Only  a few 
shops  in  the  district  have  employees  and  no  contraventions  of  the 
Act  were  found  in  this  respect. 

During  the  year  the  Council  made  one  Order,  determining  the 
hours  of  closing  during  the  winter  months. 

Verminous  Premises 

A Council  house  was  found  to  be  infested  with  bugs  and  fleas 
and  after  two  disinfestation  treatments  had  been  carried  out,  no 
further  evidence  of  vermin  was  found. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


Form  572 


1.  Inspections 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

i 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

(i)  Factories  without 
mechanical  power 
(S.1.2.3.4.6.) 

3 

6 

(ii)  Factories  with 
mechanical  power 
(S.7) 

34 

1 

23 

(hi)  Other  premises 
under  the  Act 
(excluding  out- 

workers’ premises) 

1 

2 

(iv)  Outworkers 

14 

5 

— ■ 

Total  ... 

52  1 

1 

36 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found 


Particulars 

Defects 

Found 

Defects 

Remedied 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 





_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  tempera- 

— 

— 

— 

ture  (S.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

(S.4) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

— 

— 

— 

floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7): 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  o r 

— 

— 

— 

defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

2 

2 

— 

sexes 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 

— 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

2 

2 

~ 
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SECTION  D — Housing 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  Private  Enterprise 13 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  Local  Authority 68 

Total  ...  81 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  the  Public  Health  or 


Housing  Acts)  87 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  for  the  purpose 187 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  [included  under 


Sub-head  (1)  above]  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 

Regulations — 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  — 

3.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation — 

(b)  Number  [excluding  those  in  sub-head  3 (a) 

above]  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation 49 

2 Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  the  Service  of 

Formal  Notices 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  where  defects  were  remedied  43 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers 

(a)  Notices  served  under  Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936 — 

(b)  Notices  served  under  Public  Health  Acts  requiring 


defects  to  be  remedied  4 

(c)  Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of  Formal 

Notices 2 


(d)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  — 

(e)  Number  of  houses  included  imder  sub-head  3 (d) 

above,  in  respect  of  which  an  undertaking  was 
accepted  by  the  Council — 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — ^Part  IV. — Overcrowding 

It  is  impossible,  at  the  present  time,  to*  obtain  a true  picture  of 
the  position  as  regards  overcrowding.  A considerable  number  of 
applicants  for  Council  houses  are  living  under  overcrowded  conditions. 
The  Council’s  housing  programme  has  enabled  many  of  the  worst 
cases  to  be  rehoused  and  others  will  be  rehoused  as  the  new  houses 
become  available. 


27 


The  Sanitary  Inspector  deals  with  applications  for  Council 
houses.  There  were  494  on  the  lists  at  the  end  of  the  year.  A 
considerable  amount  of  work  is  entailed  in  dealing  with  this  difficult 
task  and  in  addition  to  interviewing  applicants  at  the  Council  Offices, 
a total  of  388  visits  were  made  to  the  homes  of  applicants. 

It  has  been  possible,  during  the  post  war  years,  to  rehouse  only 
a small  percentage  of  families  living  in  unfit  property,  but  it  is  hoped 
that  when  the  new  Park  Lane  estate  is  further  developed,  a sufficient 
number  of  houses  will  be  available  to  enable  a proportion  of  them 
to  be  rehoused  from  such  properties. 


SECTION  E 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  Supply 

This  important  subject  is  referred  to  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  under  “ Social  Conditions.” 

The  bulk  of  the  milk  consumed  in  the  district  is  supplied  by 
producer-retailers,  whose  premises  are  registered  with  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

The  number  of  licences  issued  under  the  new  regulations  for 


special  designated  milks  is  as  follows: — 

Dealers  Licences  for  Tubercuilin  Tested  Milk  2 

Dealers  Licences  for  Pasteurised  Milk  1 

Dealers  Licences  for  Sterilised  Milk 6 


A total  of  35  visits  was  made  to  farms,  dairies  and  milk  shops. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods 

All  home  killed  and  imported  meat  for  human  consumption  in  the 
area  is  distributed  from  Stoke-on-Trent  and  is  inspected  there. 

There  are  three  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  area.  The  use 
of  these  has  been  suspended  since  the  early  part  of  the  war,  except 
for  occasional  use  under  licence. 

There  are  14  men  licenced  to  slaughter  animals  in  accordance 
with  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

A total  of  21  pigs  was  inspected.  The  following  food  was 
surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  consumption: — 


lbs. 

Imported  Beef  21 

English  Lamb 25 

Frozen  Liquid  Egg  28 

Tinned  Mincemeat  1120 

Miscellaneous 8 


The  sampling  of  food  and  drink  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938  is  carried  out  by  the  Staffordshire  County  Council. 

Food  hygiene  continued  to  be  very  much  in  the  news  during  the 
year,  receiving  considerable  publicity  in  the  press  and  in  trade 
journals.  It  is  hoped  that  the  importance  of  clean  food  has  now 
been  impressed  upon  all  persons  engaged  in  the  trade.  Although 
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particular  attention  has  been  paid  to  clean  methods  in  the 
manufacture,  handling  and  storage  of  food  in  the  factory  and  shop, 
attention  should  also  be  given  by  the  housewife  to  the  proper  storage 
and  protection  of  foodstuffs  in  the  home. 

The  Council  has  adopted  the  Model  Bye-Laws  concerning  the 
“ Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery  of  Food  and  Sale  of  Food  in 
the  Open  Air.”  The  Byelaws  came  into  operation  on  6th  November, 
1950,  and  a copy  of  them  was  sent  to  every  shop,  factory  and  bake- 
house where  food  isi  prepared,  stored  or  sold.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
traders  in  the  district  will  co-operate  with  the  local  authority  on  this 
important  subject.  Only  frequent  inspections  of  the  various  premises 
will  shew  to  what  extent  this  co-operation  exists. 

Ice  Cream  and  Preserved  Food  Premises 

There  are  12  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  and  sale 
of  ice-cream,  9 premises  registered  for  the  sale  only  of  ice-cream 
and  14  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  preserved 
food.  Of  the  12  ice-cream  manufacturers  5 produce  a heat  treated 
ice-cream  which  complies  with  the  Heat  Treatment  Regulations  1947 
and  1948. 

16  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  during  the  season  and 
submitted  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Test.  10  were  from  manufacturers 
within  the  area  and  6 from  outside  manufacturers  retailing  in  the  area. 
Results  of  the  bacteriological  tests  were  as  follows: — 


Grade 

Manufactured  within 
the  area 

Manufactured  outside 
the  area 

Hot  Mix 

Cold  Mix 

Hot  Mix  j 

1 Cold  Mix 

Provisional 

Grade  1 ... 

3 

3 

1 

2 1 

Grade  2 ... 

3 

— 

3 

— 

Grade  3 ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Grade  4 ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Totals  ... 

7 

3 

6 

— 

The  results  of  these  samples  reveal  that,  as  in  previous  years, 
no  difficulty  is  experienced  by  manufacLurers  of  cold  mix  ice-cream  in 
producing  a satisfactory  product.  The  results  of  the  samples  of  heat 
treated  ice-cream  show  a distinct  improvement  on  the  previous  year, 
when  9 out  of  15  samples  were  provisional  grades  3 and  4. 

Ice  cream  is  a subject  about  which  much  has  been  said  and 
written  during  the  past  few  years  and  it  is  felt  that  the  trade 
generally  has  co-operated  fully  with  the  local  authority  in  raising  its 
standards  of  purity  in  the  manufacture  of  this  product. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  inspections  made  of  various  food 


premises: — 

Ice  Cream  Shops 49 

Food  Preparing  Premises  26 

Butchers  Shops  24 

General  Food  Premises 13 

Bakehouses 9 

Slaughterhouses 7 
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SECTION  F 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 
OTHER  DISEASES 


The  statutory  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  relate  to  the  final 
numbers  according  to  age  and  sex  after  corrections.  The  details  are 
given  in  the  Table  on  page  33.  The  corrections  are  made  either 
by  the  Notifying  Medical  Practitioners  or  by  the  Medical  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital.  ^ 

The  only  infectious  disease  reaching  epidemic  incidence  during 
the  year  was  Measles — a biennial  visitation,  the  last  epidemic  wave 
occurring  during  the  summer  of  1948.  211  cases  were  notified  and 

of  these  195  occurred  during  the  June  quarter.  The  week  ended  June 
3rd  produced  the  highest  weekly  total  of  notifications  namely  59.  102 
cases  (almost  50  per  cent.)  occurred  among  school  children  in  the 
age  group  5 — 9 years.  Fortunately  there  were  only  9 cases  under 
one  year  of  age.  The  epidemic  subsided  rapidly  at  the  end  of  June 
and  in  the  succeeding  6 months  onJly  6 notifications  were  received. 
Two  children  were  admitted  to  Bucknall  Isolation  Hospital  because 
of  complications — one  with  encephalitis  and  the  other  with  broncho- 
pneumonia. Both  recovered  and  there  was  no  mortality  during  the 
the  outbreak.  The  brunt  of  the  epidemic  was  borne  by  the  more 
populated  central  parts  of  the  town  with  120  cases.  There  were  44 
cases  notified  from  Brown  Lees,  34  from  Knypersley  district,  10  from 
Gillow  Heath  and  3 cases  from  Biddulph  Moor.  The  passive 
immunisation  of  measles  contacts  was  carried  out  in  5 cases,  with 
attenuation  of  the  disease  in  4 of  'them.  Fortunately  the  outbreak 
occurred  at  the  most  favourable  part  of  the  year  namely  the  early 
summer  when  the  risk  of  contracting  other  infectious  diseases  such 
as  whooping  cough  is  slight.  Rigid  quarantine  is  lessi  strictly  applied 
nowadays,  nor  isi  it  easy  to  control  the  spread  of  the  diseasei  by  it; 
and  school  closure  is  seldom  necessary. 

The  incidence  of  whooping  cough  this  year  was  very  low  and 
produced  only  7 cases. 

Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938,  and  the  Public  Health  (Acute  Poliomyelitis,  Acute  Encephalitis 
and  Meningococcal  Infection)  Regulations  1949,  a total  of  66  cases 
of  infectious  diseases  was  notified  compared  with  61  in  1949  and  141 
in  1948.  Scarlet  fever  accounted  for  22  of  these  of  which  14  occurred 
among  school  children.  The  type  was  mild,  there  were  few  complica- 
tions and  no  deaths.  15  cases  were  admitted  to  Bucknall  Isolation 
Hospital  and  7 were  nursed  satisfactorily  at  home.  There  were  no 
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return  cases.  Concurrent  disinfection  of  premises  was  carried  out  in 
all  cases.  There  were  19  cases  of  Pneumonia  notified.  The  incidence 
of  Tuberculosis  has  not  lessened  much  during  the  year.  13  new 
notifications  were  received  against  15  in  1949.  11  were  cases  of 

pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  2 were  non-pulmonary.  It  would  seem 
that  for  the  present  the  upward  trend  in  the  incidence  of  this  disease 
is  controlled,  if  judged  only  by  the  number  of  notifications  received. 
But  it  is  doubtful  if  this  can  be  maintained.  Better  methods  of 
diagnosis,  including  the  dissemination  of  the  mass  radiography  units 
throughout  the  country — and  one  may  visit  Biddulph  in  1951 — are 
sure  to  detect  many  more  cases  and  certainly  many  in  the  early 
stages  of  the  disease.  The  lag,  however,  between  early  detection  and 
adequate  treatment  will  have  to  be  greatly  reduced  if  we  are  to 
see  any  reduction  in  the  serious,  consequences  of  this  disease,  namely 
more  cases  and  a higher  death  rate.  The  present  urgent  need  is  a 
more  vigorous  pdlicy  to  acquire  more  hospital  beds  to  treat  many  of 
these  early  cases. 

Diarrhoeal  diseases  were  prevalent  in  the  district  during  the  last 
quarter  of  the  year  and  although  only  7 cases  of  bacillary  dysentery 
w^ere  confirmed  by  laboratory  investigation  during  this  period  it  is 
likely  that  many  of  the  cases  occurring  in  all  parts  of  the  area  were 
dysenteric  in  type.  This  disease  has  been  prevalent  throughout  the 
country  and  healthy  carriers  are  a common  source  of  infection  and 
susceptibility  is  general.  The  disease  is  of  short  duration,  very 
seldom  fatal  and  responds  rapidly  to  modern  methods  of  treatment. 

Diphtheria  is  still  conspicuous  by  its  absence.  The  immunisa- 
tion campaigns  begun  in  1941  and  vigorously  carried  out  ever  since 
have  reduced  the  disease  to  negligibie  proportions.  One  adult  case 
was  suspected  and  notified  during  the  year.  It  was  not  confirmed 
and  after  7 days  in  hospital  the  patient  was  discharged  as  being 
non-diphtheritic.  The  prevalence  of  poliomyelitis  in  the  country 
during  the  summer  months  temporarily  suspended  the  immunisation 
arrangements  for  about  4 months.  I have  commented  on  this  on 
page  34  of  the  report.  In  spite  of  this  it  was  possible  during  the  year 
to  immunise  85  pre-school  children  and  24  between  the  ages  of  5 and 
15  years,  a total  of  109.  In  addition  37  children  received  a reinforcing 
or  “ boosting  ” dose.  Parents  understood  the  reasons  for  th^ 
suspension  of  the  scheme  and  many  were  in  fact  anxious  to  take 
advantage  of  it  again  when  it  was  resumed  in  November.  There  is 
little  doubt  that  the  benefits  are  thoroughly  well  known  to  many 
parents  but  not  to  all.  Experience  continues  to  show  that  the  best 
results  are  obtained  from  a combination  of  national  publicity,  local 
publicity  and  personal  persuasion  by  doctors,  health  visitors,  district 
nurses,  staffs  of  welfare  centres  and  voluntarily  workers  to  sustain 
the  results  already  achieved.  To  bring  those  parents,  less  alive  to 
their  responsibilities  and  to  the  dangers  of  this  disease,  into  line  will 
help  to  secure  that  at  least  75  per  cent,  of  babies  are  immunised  before 
the  end  of  the  first  year  of  life.  This  remains  the  principal 
object  of  the  immunisation  campaign. 
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NOTIFIABLE  INFEOTIOUS  DISEASES,  1950,  BY  SEX  AND  AGE  GROUPS 


Ages,  etc. 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

Measles 

Scarl-et  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Paralytic 

Non-Paralytic 

(excluding  rubella) 

Diphtheria 

Numbers  originally  notified 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Civilians  (all  ages)  

13 

10 

2 

5 

1 

1 - 

1 

108 

1 103 

1 1 

Final  numbers  after  correction 

j 

1 

1 

Civilians — 

0 

i 

6 

3 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

22 

22 

3 

3 

— 

— 

2 

1 

30 

23 

5 

6 

6 

1 

2 



1 

50 

51 

10  

2 

— 

i 

3 

15  

— 

— 

1 

25  and  over  

1 

Age  unknown 



Total  civilians  

12 

10 

2 

5 

0 

108 

103 

0 

Ages,  etc. 

Ac. 

Ac. 

Enteric  or 

Paratyphoid 

Pneumonia 

Dysentery 

Smallpox 

Encephalitis 

Typhoid  Fever 

Fevers 

Numbers  originally  notified 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Civilians  (all  ages)  

13 

1 6 

4 

1 3 

1 

1 

1 

Final  numbers  after  correction 

1 

Civilians — 

1 

0 

— 

2 

1 

5 

3 

— 

1 

2 

15  ...  ;..  

6 

2 

2 

1 

45  

1 

2 

1 

65  and  over  

3 

— 

Age  unknown 

Total  civilians  

13 

6 

4 

3 

Ages,  etc. 

Meningococcal 

Originally 

Final  Numbers 

Erysipelas 

infection 

Other  Notifiable  Diseases 

Notified 

after  correction 

Numbers  originally  notified 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Civilians — 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

/'all 

1 

Puernera!  -nvrpxiri  

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 5 

^'Vi  n 1 r 

nia  neon 

Final  numbers  after  correction 

a Torum  .« 

1 

Civilians — ■ 

0 

1 

5 

1 

15  

1 

2 

1 

45  

2 

65  and  over  

Age  unknown  

2 ! 

Total  C ivilians  

1 1 

5 
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Returns  of  Immunisation  from  Bidduiph  Schools 


Name  of  School 

Numbers  on 
Register 
at  31-12-50 

Numbers 
Immunised 
at  31-12-50 

Percentage 
Immunised 
at  31-12-50 

Biddulph  Central  Boys 

311 

289 

92.9 

Biddulph  Central  Girls 

305 

290 

98.3 

Biddulph  Central  Infants 

192 

170 

89.5 

Knypersley  Mixed 

264 

230 

79.5 

Knypersley  Infants 

109 

77 

70.6 

Biddulph  N^rth  Mixed 

155 

105 

67.7 

Biddulph  Moor  Mixed 

213 

196 

92.0 

Totals 

1,549 

1,357 

84.3 

There  have  been  reductions  in  the  percentage  immunised  in  all 
schools  this  year  with  the  exception  of  Biddulph  Central  Girls  and 
Biddulph  Moor  Mixed  Schools  which  show  increases  of  4 per  cent, 
and  1 per  cent,  respectively  compared  with  the  percentage  figures 
for  1949.  The  greatest  reductions  are  at  Knypersley  Infants  School  (20 
per  cent.),  Biddulph  North  (19  per  cent.)  and  Knypersley  Mixed  (13 
per  cent.).  Factors  responsible  for  these  reductions  are  not  known 
with  certainty.  One  may  be  the  suspension  of  immunisation  during 
the  summer  months  because  of  the  prevalence  and  risk  of  infantile 
paralysis.  It  makes  it  all  the  more  necessary,  by  publicity  or  other 
means,  to  emphasise  the  need  for  increased  immunisation  during  the 
winter  if  the  remarkable  decline  in  diphtheria  cases  is  to  be 
maintained. 

I am  obliged  to  Nurse  Whitaker  and  Nurse  Cartlidge,  district 
Health  Visitors,  for  the  preparation  of  the  above  labile  of  returns. 
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FORM  124  E 


School  NotifIcatiGins  of  Actual  and  Suspected 
Illness  and  Contacts 
1950 


I am  obliged  to  the  Head  Teachers  of  the  various  schools  for 
the  promptitude  with  which  I am  apprised  of  cases  of  actual  and 
suspected  infectious  diseases,  especially  of  those  cases  which  are  not 
officially  notifiable,  viz.;  Chicken-pox,  German  measles,  etc.  Apart 
from  measles  the  small  numbers  compare  with  the  low  figures  of 
infectious  diseases  among  school  children  during  the  year.  No 
school  closure  was  necessary  during  the  year  because  of  any 
infectious  disease. 


Tubercuiosts 


13  cases  were  brought  to  my  notice  during  the  year  by  formal 
notification,  a decrease  of  2 compared  with  1949.  All  were  new 
cases  notified  under  the  regulations  of  1930  for  the  first  time.  11  of 
the  cases  were  pulmonary  and  2 non-pulmonary.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  there  were  74  cases  on  the  tuberculosis  register,  of  which  44 
were  pulmonary  and  30  non-pulmonary,  a net  increase  of  8 cases. 
There  were  2 deaths. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1950 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY  SERVICE 
STAFFORD 

(Medical  Research  Council  for  Ministry  of  Health) 
Report  on  Speolmens  sent  from  Biddulph 


1950 

No.  of  Swab* 
Throat 
and  Nose 

Coryne- 

Bacterium 

Diphtheriae 

Staphyl- 

ococcus 

Aureus 

Streptococcus 

Haemolyticus 

Vincent's 

Organism 

January 

1 

1 

February 

y 

March 

3 

1 

1 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

2 

1 

Noveinl)er 

1 

I 

Decern  })ei‘ 

Totals  . 

7 

4 

1 

UNDESIGNATED  MILK— 144  Samples;  47  unsatisfactory. 


DESIGNATED  MILK— 9 Samples;  4 unsatisfactory. 


F/^ICES — 11  Specimens;  6 positive  to  Sonne  dysentery. 


SPUTUM — 30  Specimens;  6 positive  to  Myco  tuberculosis. 
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Biddulph  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre 


(Staffordshire  County  Council — Leek  Area  Health  Committee) 

1950 


Attendance  at  infant  W'elfare  Centre 

(Thursday,  1.30  p.m. — 4.0  p.m.) 

Children 
1 — 5 years 
22 
633 
198 


Children  under 
1 year 


First  Attendances  80 

Total  Attendances 1027 


Number  of  children  examined  by  Doctor 


Health  Visiting 

Children  under  Children 


1 year  1 — 5 years 

First  Visits  177  ...  33 

Re-visits 1210  ...  2094 


Ante-Natal  Clinic 

(alternate  Tuesdays  10.0  a.m.  to  12.0  noon) 

Attendance  for  first  time  (New  Patients)  13 

Total  Attendance  '40 


N.  WHITAKER, 

R.  A.  CARTLIDGE. 
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G.  S.  HAOSTON, 
PBINTER, 
BIDDULPH. 


